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Senate, on the occasion of sending a commission to Macedonia, expressed an opinion that the presence of the tax-farmer was incompatible with the existence of either justice or liberty.1
Whatever harvest there was left to reap after the corrupt officials and the rapacious publicans had done their worst, was garnered by commercial adventurers of the type of Catullus, who were backed with all the weight of the capitalist interest in Rome. Marcus Junius Brutus, who has gone down to posterity as a model of republican virtue, did not scruple, at a time when the legal rate of interest was fixed at 12 per cent., to demand 48 per cent, on a loan made to a Cypriote town, and quarrelled with the somewhat more scrupulous Cicero, because, as Governor of Cilicia, the latter placed obstacles in the way of the execution of this leonine contract.2
1  " Ubi publicanus esset, ibi aut jus publicum vanum, aut libertatem sociis nullam esse " (Llvy, xlv. 18).
2 Marquardt, " Organisation de FEmpire Romain," vol. ii., p. 565.    Cicero's letter to his brother Quintus, when the latter was   Propraetor  in  Asia  Minor  (" Cicero's  Correspondence/' Tyrrell, vol. i., pp. 250-69), breathes something of the benign spirit which inspires modern Imperialism.